ALPHABETS CLASS 1

The Nigerian Yoruba alphabet is made up of 24 letters, without CQ V X

Z but with the additions of E, O, S and Gb. The letter P is pronounced as

[kp]
The Alphabets are;
A BDEEFGGbIJKLMNOOPRSSTUWY

Of these 24 alphabets, we have seven (7) vowels(fawééli) - a, e, ¢, i, o,

0, U, and the
remaining 18 letters are consonants.

Pronunciations:.

VOWELS: -



a = ah, ~just like the “@” sounds in alphabet

e = hay/ay, ~ just like “a” sounds in plane

e =er, ~ just like “e” sounds in alphabet

IIIII

i =e, ~just like “I” sounds in interesting
0 =0, ~just like “0” sounds in oval/over

0 = or, ~just like “0” sounds in octopus/orange

u = who/hu, ~ just like “u” sounds in flute

ALPHABETS CLASS 2

CONSONANTS:

b - be, ~ just like “b” sounds in baby



d - dee, ~ just like “d” sounds in doctor

f - fee, ~ just like “f” sounds in follow

g - ge, ~ just like “g” sounds in get

j = gee, ~just like

o7
J

sounds in join

k - key, ~ just like “k” sounds in king

lllII

| - lee, ~ just like “I” sounds in lion

m - mi, ~ just like “m” sounds in may

n - nee, ~ just like “n” sounds in navel

p — kpee,

aw_ »n
r

r - ree, ~ just like sounds in road

a_n
S

s-c, ~justlike sounds in single



s - she, ~ just like “sh” sounds in shot

t - tee, ~ just like “t” sounds in total

w - wee, ~ just like “w” sounds in work

y - ye, ~ just like “Y” sounds in Yes

TONES CLASS 1

Ami ohun ni édé Yoruba

Yoruba is a tonal language, where the tone or pitch in which you
pronounce a word determines or changes its meaning.

For instance, this three letter Yoruba word below could have different
meanings based on the tonal marks written above the syllables...

oko - husband
okd — hoe

oko — car



In Yoruba, there are three tones namely

Do — which is the first and low tone denoted by a grave mark (\) above
the syllable. (This is pronounced as the word “though” will be
pronounced in English)

Re — which is the second and mid tone denoted by the absence of a
tonal mark. (This is pronounced as the word “ray” will be pronounced
in English)

Mi — which is the third and high tone denoted by an acute mark (/)
above the syllable. (This is pronounced as the word “mee” will be
pronounced in English)

TONES CLASS 2

When writing Yoruba, the tonal marks are only written above vowels: a
e eioou(and sometimes n) in each syllable.

For instance, the word “sola” written as sola has two syllables - 1: so, 2:
Ia. In each syllable, the vowel there is the alphabet that carries the
tonal mark. The "0" carries no tonal mark, which denotes the Re tonal
mark, while the "Ia" carries the acute tonal mark which denotes Mi
tonal mark



Another example to illustrate this is - Qladunjoye written as
Oladunjoye. The word has five syllables - 1) QO 2) 13

3)dun 4) jo 5) ye. In each syllable, the vowel there is the

alphabet that carries the tonal mark. The Q carries no tonal mark,
which denotes the Re tonal mark, while the a in 1a carries acute tonal
mark which denotes the Mi tonal mark, the u in dun carries the low
tonal mark which denotes the Do tonal mark, the o in jo carries no
tonal mark which denotes the Re tonal mark and finally the e in ye
carries the low tonal mark which denotes the Do tonal mark

NOUNS CLASS 1

Nouns (naming words) are called “Ord oruko” in Yoruba.
Ord oruko ni Oro ti a fun se idanimo fun ori kodkan tabi egbé eéyan,
eranko, ati ohun ké hun ti A mi abi ti ko mi

(Nouns are words used to identify any of a class of people, places, or
things).

TYPES OF NOUNS

Oro ortiko Oni-paté (Proper Noun)



Oro oruko yii toka si oruko ti a nkan nje gan gan awon nkan (specific
name)

Awon apeere (examples):
Kiniun (Lion)

Baba (Father)

lya (Mother)

Sibi (Spoon)

Oro ortiko Aképo (Common Noun)

Oro oruko yii toka si asoju oruko ti a le fi pe awon nkan yala mimi tabi
aimi (generic names for living and nonliving things)

Awon apeere (examples):
Eranko (animal)

Eso (fruit)

Oko

Eran (meat)

114 (country)

Oro oruko Akolé (Aljébra) (Abstract Noun)

Oro oruko yii toka si oruko ti a le fi pe awon ohun ti a ko le ri (things we
can't see but feel)

Awon apeere (examples):

Ifé (love)



Idunnu (happiness)

Ayo (joy)

Ominira (freedom)

Oro oruko Elégbé (Abstract Noun)

Oro oruko yii toka si oro ti a le fi pe apapo awon nkan (collective name)
Awon apeere (examples):

Egbé

Erd

Osusu

#PS it is worthy to note that nouns (oro oruko) in Yoruba don't have

plural forms

E.g. "ilé" (house) is ilé in its plural form, we don't add an "s" to it. We
only pluralize nouns by adding numeric counters to them,

Eg
ilé méji - 2 houses,
114 méfa - 6 countries

Omoo meta - 3 children

NOUN VOCABULARY BANK: -

FAMILY;
Baba - Father



lya - Mother

Egbon - Elder sibling
Aburo - Younger sibling
Oko - Husband

Aya - Wife

Omodé - Child
Abiyamo - Mother
Obi - Parent

Ebi - Family

TITLES;

Omodé — Kid/Children
Agbalagba - Elder/Grown up
Omoge - Lady(pretty)
Omidan - Miss

Ogbéni - Mr.

Tya Afin - Mrs.

Oga - Boss

Omosé - Worker/Employee
Oré - Friend

Alufaa - Priest



Oba - King
Olori/Ayaba - Queen -
Omo oba - Prince/Princess

Arélé - Heir

PROFESSIONS;
Olukd - Teacher
Akékoo - Student
Ara Adugbo — Neighbors
Olopaa - Policeman
Adajo - Judge
Agbejoro — Lawyer
Oldgun - Warrior
Olode - Hunter
Akorin - Singer
Apoda - Painter
Oldgun - Warrior
Olode - Hunter
Akorin - Singer

Apoda - Painter



NOUNS CLASS 2

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS;

(KITCHEN UTENSILS)
Awo - Plate

sibi - Spoon

Abo - Bowl

Garawa - Bucket
Igo - Bottle

Obe - Knife

Omorogun — Spatula

(FOOD ITEMS)

Ounje - Food

Okélé - Swallow

lyo - Salt

Ata - Pepper

Oréré - Groundnut Oil

Epo - Red oil



Isu-Yam
Eyin - Egg
Iresi - Rice
Ewa - Beans
Omi - Water

Obe - Soup

(FRUITS)

Ogédé - Plantain
Osan - Orange
Ibépe - Pawpaw
Efo - Vegetable

Ope oyinbo - Pine apple

(ANIMALS)
Kinniun - Lion
Ekun - Tiger
Oldghbo - Cat
Aja - Dog
Ewuré - Goat
Maluau - Cow

Esin — Horse



Kétékété - Donkey
Kolokolo - Fox
Ejo - Snake

ljapa - Tortoise
Eku - Rat
Eja - Fish

Opol¢ — Frog

Era - Ant

Ayan - Cockroach
Adié - Chicken
Pépéye - Duck
Eye - Bird

-

0l6tolo - Turkey
Akéeké - Scorpion

Obo - Monkey

(THINGS)

Iwé - Book

Patako - Board

Aga - Chair

Apo - Sack, Bag, (Pocket)

Aso - Clothes



Bata - Shoes.

Ago - Clock/watch
Okun - Rope

Orulé - Roof

llekun - Door
Féresé - Window
Okuta - Stone
Ebun - Gift

Idije - Competition
Iransé - Messenger
Onibaara - Customer
Isé - Work

Iwé iransé - Letter

[ el

Idunadura - Negotiation
Ipadé - Meeting

Ikédée - Announcement
Adéun - Agreement
Igbéga - promotion
Idaduré - termination
Alejo - visitor

Aroyé - explanation



Erd - thoughts/ crowd

Ise - Deeds/doings



